
Approved 12.10.19 

VetCom 11.12.19 1/2 

TOWN OF WENHAM 
Veteran’s Committee 

Meeting of 12 November 2019 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was posted for 0900 on Tuesday 21 November 2019 in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor. 
 
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veteran’s, ceremonies, events, and other activities in 
the Town of Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of up to (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) 
who will assist Veterans and their families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans 
Committee was appointed by the Board of Selectmen on 21 March 2017.    
B. Blanchard (2020); R. Breaker (2020); J. Bubriski (2020); W. Dodge (2021); M. Lucy (2021); D. Pedersen (2021); P. Hersee 
(2019); Selectman J. Wilhelm, Ex-officio Voting (2019); William Wilson (2019) 
  
Call to order - With a quorum present, in the absence of the Chair, Win Dodge called the meeting to order at 0905. 
Committee present: Dean Pedersen, Chair (A-0915); Bruce Blanchard; Robert Breaker; Joe Bubriski; (L-10 am) Win Dodge; 
Peter Hersee; Mike Lucy; Bill Wilson 
Not present: Jack Wilhelm 
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary; Karen Tyler, Veteran’s Service Officer (VSO) 
Present not participating:  Gary Cheeseman, Cemetery Commission  
 
 
Minutes – 8 October 2019 
Vote: The committee voted unanimously to adopt the meeting minutes of 8 October 2019 minutes  
 
• Eastern Essex Veterans District Representative  
Ms. Tyler began by saying she thought Veterans Day went well this year and went on to make a few brief announcements. 
Ms. Tyler passed out invitations to the POW/MIA Chair of Honor Ceremony–Wednesday November 20 at Ipswich Town 
Hall 
The Veterans Service office is holding office hours at the Wenham Counsel on Aging on the second Thursday of the month 
from 10:30 am-12:00 pm. 
 
Mr. Wilson reported on the recent Board of Director’s meeting during which the evaluation of the Veteran’s Service Officer 
was discussed.  Mr. Wilson will present a summary of the important aspects of the job description suggesting the evaluation 
should be based on specific priorities.   
  
• ROTC students at Gordon College 
There are 3 ROTC students at Gordon College.  They expressed a desire to help and support the Veteran’s Committee.  Mr. 
Pedersen asked the committee to think about how the committee could support these cadets. 
 
• Wreaths Across America 

The Wreath Placement at the cemetery is in conjunction with the wreath placement at the Arlington Cemetery on December 
14, 2019.  
Mr. Wilson reported that as of last week, $6,196 in cash donations had been received, including some large donation amounts; 
this equated to 621 wreaths.  On line, 214 wreath donations have been made.  This exceeds the 2019 goal and excess funds will 
carry over to 2020 wreath campaign. 
Mr. Wilson will have an overview of the process of wreath laying at the cemetery detailed for the next meeting. 
One suggestion for the opening ceremony was to have scouts with a relative in the military place the wreath on the 
corresponding military branch stand.   
The ROTC will be asked to assist with parking 
There was a brief discussion about having a small reception after the ceremony possibly back at the fire house. 
 
• Veterans Day: Review 
The committee concurred the services went well. 
Some committee members heard comments that people were not aware of the ceremony at Cheeseman Field.  
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Ms. Tyler said she had “a spot” on the local radio station and had the Veteran Day events announced. 
It was also noted that the Veteran Day programs are listed on the Town’s Website, announced during the Selectmen meeting, 
and in letters sent to veterans.  One suggestion was to ask that the services be included in the Council on Aging newsletter. 
 
• Service Flags for the Veterans Memorial 
The past several years Hurdle Hill Foundation has made an annual donation the Veterans Memorial. 
The Chair questioned using these funds to purchase the service flags to be to use during events. 
Vote: The Committee voted unanimously to use sufficient funds from the gift fund to buy the (five) service flags, poles, sleeves, for use at the War 
Memorial during services. 
 
New Business 
• The HW library is hosting “Vets Don’t Forget Vets” speaker William Shuttleworth who walked across the country from 

Newburyport to San Diego to bring awareness to homeless vets. 
 
• The new Commander of the Legion Post was not present at the Veteran’s Day breakfast.  The Committee will invite him 

to a meeting. 
 
• Calendar - 10 December - next meeting 
 
 
Other Business 
Mr. Breaker announced his resignation from the Veteran’s Committee.  Mr. Breaker is no longer a member of the Wenham 
Police Department and is a resident of Rowley.  Mr. Breakers was approached by the Rowley Selectmen to form a Veterans 
Committee in Rowley. 
The Committee recognized Mr. Breaker for his contribution to the Veteran’s Committee. 
 
The Chair observed it was the beginning of budget season.  He proposed that the veteran’s committee seek their own budget 
line for postage, flags, maintenance, etc.  
 
 
Adjournment - The Committee unanimously adjourned at 1007. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
11.15.19 
 


